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‘Stars! Look at the stars in the
sky!” was what one Chinese
youth who visited our region
recently kept saying.

He is growing up in Shang-
hai, a city with 24 million
people, which obviously has
limited access to stargazing.

Southern Cross School of
Distance Education recently
collaborated with Brunswick
Heads Primary School to
support a Chinese culture ex-
change. Families from China
doing a road trip from Ad-
elaide to Brisbane spent a day
visiting the school.

It was a really valuable
learning experience for our
young people here to develop
global awareness and Asian
literacy skills, a learning area
that Brunswick Heads Prima-
ry School is taking seriously.

Mullumbimby High
School also recently hosted
students from China and has
a strong focus on developing
cultural awareness. Not so
long ago, Mullum High stu-
dent Jasmine Arnon learned

Kids and teachers from Bruns Primary School recently got to
meet young Chinese kids as part of an exchange program.

Chinese through Southern
Cross Distance Education
and came third in the state in
HSC Chinese Beginners.

Unique position
Along with Southern Cross
Distance Education, local
community-focused organisa-
tion Mandarin Pathways fills
the gap by offering Chinese
learning programs to both
adults and youth who are ineli-
gible to attend Southern Cross
Distance Education.
Mandarin Pathways also
offers Asian Literacy pro-

grams to local primary schools
and facilitates China exchange
programs.

We are in a unique position
in the northern rivers to be
able to share our way of life and
beautiful natural surroundings
with Chinese youth, should we
choose to keep the balance be-
tween development and the
environment. For more, visit
www.mandarinpathways.org.

m Katie Grubb is from Man-
darin Pathways and works
for Southern Cross Distance
Education

Surfers paddle
to support West
Papuan struggle

Surfers in support of West
Papua’s struggle for inde-
pendence are planning a pad-
dle out at Main Beach, Byron
Bay on Saturday August 29
from niam until 2pm.

Human rights

Co-organiser Matthew
Jamieson says the group ‘aims
to reflect upon how Indone-
sian human rights’ abuse in
West Papua has increasingly
become a significant issue for
countries of the Pacific Ocean’

‘West Papua is set to be-
come an agenda item of the
46th sitting of the Pacific Is-
land Forum on September 7
in Papua New Guinea.

‘We can show support and
gain more awareness of these
crucial steps for the freedom
of West Papua’

He said the protest is a
combined effort between
Surfers for a Free West Papua
and the Northern Rivers for a
Free West Papua group, which
recently organised a fundrais-
ing gig at the Buddha Bar.
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Horse Riding

Classes run rain, hail or shine

in our all-weather arena
I + Fully accredited instructors & fantastic school horses
« Kids’ birthday Pony Parties now available!
« Private lessons by appointment
+ Agistment & indoor school hire also available.
Kids Riding and Vaulting Lessons Tuesday, Thursday & Friday after
school. Great for confidence and awareness.
Saddle Club Intro Saturday 10am-1pm, 1.30-4.30 Int/Adv Saturday 1.30-4.30
Teaching kids/teens and adults all aspects of riding and horse management.
Gain EA accreditation in horse management, riding and coaching.
Indoor arena so rain is no issue. Fun for ages 5 and up.

Adult Riding Lessons Wednesday 9.30am & Friday 9.30am

EQUESTRIAN CEMTRE

70468 41 HORSE w byronbayequestriancentre.com
E manager@byronbayequestriancentre.com

Upholding human rights is not
merely compatible with fighting

terrorism, it is essential - Joichi Ito

Imminent fluoride plans draw protests

Around 70 blockaded the Corndale dos-
ing plant on Monday as anti-fluoride
protesters step up their protests against
planned dosing of the water supplies for
three north coast councils.

On Wednesday they rallied outside
Rous Water in Lismore, with about 60
people taking part.

Fluoride Free Northern Rivers spokes-
person Kate Marson said further rallies
would be held on the third Wednesday of
each month, which is when Rous Water
delegates gather for their meeting.

She said she was unaware when

the actual dosing of the water supplies
would begin. T asked Rous Water that
last week and they said they had to wait
for a certificate from the NSW govern-
ment but couldn’t say when that would
happen, she said.

Ms Marson has also asked that Rous
Water notify customers, and also issue
warnings that fluoridated water was not
suitable for bottle-fed babies.

‘A lot of people don’t want to drink it
because it’s got heavy metals... it’s toxic
waste, she said.

Rous Water will soon fluoridate the

CLUSTE

La.st Tribes Peace Pact

water it supplies to Richmond Valley,
Ballina Shire and Lismore City councils.
NSW Health has also directed Ballina
Shire Council to fluoridate the water
supplied from the Marom Creek Water
Treatment Plant to town-water custom-
ers in the Wardell area.

Byron unfluoridated

Byron Shire’s water supplies — along
with Nimbin’s — will not be fluoridated.

Town-water customers in the Rich-
mond Valley township of Casino already
receive fluoridated water.
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Alterations available
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KASEY
CHAMBERS

THE AUDREYS
SARA STORER
SHANE HOWARD
ARCHIE ROACH
BUSBY MAROU
BILL CHAMRBERS
RENEE GEYER
HENRY WAGONS
RICHARD CLAPTON

FOR FULL LINE UP AND TICKETS HEAD TO MURFEST.COR

North Coast news daily: www.echonetdaily.net.au

SRETEIRE 13 AT PEWERFUL A%
WHRTE TIAL WAy CORET
VICTER NURD

FREE EHTRY

Paul Forest, project coordinator will introduce Cluster...
fusing search and social technologies to empower the act of
giving worldwide.

JOIN US AT COORABELL HALL
SUNDAY AUGUST 30, 2015 7pm - 9pm

For further information contact Bradley on 0416318 316

INDEPENDENT &
LOCALLY OWNED

CORONA
12 PACK

$2499

2 FOR *48

SPECIALS EFFECTIVE EFFECTIVE - 26/08/15 TO 02/09/15. CONDITIONS APPLY.

AT THE COURT HOUSE HOTEL MULLUMBIMBY
Access via drive-thru or via arcade off the main street
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